
AS124612-L AutoCAD Tool Palettes management Lab

PRE-FLIGHT CHECKLIST
1. Run ‘AutoCAD Re-set Utility’
2. Profile switch /nologo
3. Windows file explorer

File name extensions & Hidden items
4. Data set is available?



Join the conversation #AU2017Join the conversation #AU2017

AutoCAD Tool Palettes Management Lab
(Planning and Preparation, Not Perspiration)
Paul Munford

Application Engineer Graitec UK



Join the conversation #AU2017

Class summary
A step by step introduction to maintaining CAD standards through network 

deployed tool palettes.

Key learning objectives

At the end of this class, you will be able to:

▪ Learn how to create a completely fresh tool palette in a network location

▪ Learn how to create, edit, and save tools onto your networked palettes

▪ Learn how to boost productivity with scripts and macros hosted on your palettes

▪ Learn how to hack your tool palettes without opening AutoCAD
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Paul.Munford@Graitec.co.uk
@Cadsetterout

R.K. McSwainShaun BryantSamuel Lucido

Kimberly Fuhrman Chad Franklin Richard Binning
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This presentation is about CAD Standards
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‘I don’t want to be able to tell who did this drawing until 
I look in the Title Box’
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Decision Fatigue

Q
u

al
it

y 
o

f 
d

ec
is

io
n

s
Number of decisions



Join the conversation #AU2017

‘I was so worried about the 
site team missing this 

important order of fit note 
that I made it BOLD to 

emphasis it’
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I love the comic sans font - because 
it is, like, so - groovy!

So I made all the text on my drawing 
comic sans so that my drawing would 
look way cooler than everyone else’s’



How to use standards 
in AutoCAD.

1. Think about what you’d like to draw.

2. Refer to the CAD standard to see what 

Styles and Layers you should use.

3. Make sure that you use the template file 

with your layers & Styles in.

4. Set the Layer you need to work on.

5. Set the style you need to use.

6. Navigate to the tool you need to use.

7. Draw the item.

(The Hard way!)



Objective:
Compliance to the CAD 
Standard

✓

Easy to
set up

Easy to
deploy

Easy to
update

Easy to
use

Easy to migrate



For the basics on tool 
palettes…

Check out Matt Murphy’s class:

http://au.autodesk.com/au-online/overview

‘The Productivity Power of AutoCAD Tool 

Palettes—Revealed!’
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Tool palettes save on close

Last out wins



Preparation



Planning and preparation:
What we need,
before we start

Graphical standard

▪ Line weights

▪ Line types

▪ Text Styles

▪ Dimension styles

▪ Scales

▪ Paper sizes

▪ Title block and border



Planning and preparation:
What we need,
before we start

Data standard

▪ Template files

▪ Where to save

▪ X-refs

▪ Revisions (Data)

▪ Outputs

▪ Revisions(Outputs)
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Windows Xml Notepad

If you don’t have an XML editor on your computer, please download and install 

Windows XML notepad 



Planning and preparation:
For this lab ▪ Restore AutoCAD to a default 

install

▪ Disable digital signatures

▪ /nologo startup switch

▪ Data set located

Please see ‘Exercises’ handout for details



Exercises
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Dataset, Exercises & 
Handout
▪ The dataset for this class:

C:/DATASETS/Paul Munford/AS124612-L

▪ The exercises we will follow:

AS124612-L-Exercises-Munford-AU2017.pdf

▪ Additional material:

AS124612-L-Handout-Munford-AU2017.pdf

▪ Screencast recordings:

https://knowledge.autodesk.com/community/

collection/118591?preview

https://knowledge.autodesk.com/community/collection/118591?preview


Folders

▪ Create a new folder
C:\Palettes

▪ Create these sub folders
C:\Palettes\Build
C:\Palettes\Deploy
C:\Palettes\Resources
C:\Palettes\Support

▪ Copy the contents of the class 
dataset Resources & Support.

Create folders for our Tool 
Palettes and supporting data.

Copy the contents of the class 
data set to our new folders.



Admin Profile & Support 
paths

▪ Create Admin Profile

▪ Set Support Paths

▪ Add default Template

▪ Set Trusted Locations

▪ Set Tool Palette ‘Build’ location

▪ Create a tool palette

▪ Create tools

▪ Close AutoCAD to write out 
changes

Tell AutoCAD where it can find 
our data.

Save these settings using an 
AutoCAD Profile.

Watch the Screencast: http://autode.sk/2AdxAJr

http://autode.sk/2AdxAJr


Palette & Tool Creation

▪ Create Palettes

▪ Re-Order Palettes

▪ Create a tool to run a Macro

▪ Edit Tool Properties

Create additional palettes and 
tools.

Watch the Screencast: http://autode.sk/2lWx28B

http://autode.sk/2lWx28B


Action Recorder tool

▪ Set File location

▪ Record an Action

▪ Create a tool to play the action

Create a tool to run an Action 
Recorder macro.

Watch the Screencast: http://autode.sk/2lWrnzh

http://autode.sk/2lWrnzh


Deploying Tool Palettes

▪ Create a ‘Deploy’ set of palettes.

▪ Lock Tool Palettes

▪ Create a ‘User’ profile

Prepare our Tool Palettes for 
Deployment across the 
network.

Load our deployment set using 
a ‘User’ profile.

Watch the Screencast: http://autode.sk/2yAz3x4

http://autode.sk/2yAz3x4


Automating Deployment

▪ Create an Acad.lsp

▪ Create an Init.lsp

▪ Test

Automatically load our User 
profile from the server.

Watch the Screencast: http://autode.sk/2ya1UE5

http://autode.sk/2ya1UE5


Update & Re-Deploy

▪ Update Tool Palettes

▪ Close AutoCAD

▪ Copy to Deploy

▪ Lock Palettes

▪ Open AutoCAD 

Edit our Build set of palettes 
and re-deploy.

Watch the Screencast: http://autode.sk/2yAH05t

http://autode.sk/2yAH05t


Conclusion



Objective: Compliance 
to the CAD Standard

✓

Easy to
set up

Easy to
deploy

Easy to update
Easy to

use

Easy to migrate

How do you think we did?



Q&A (My Turn!)

Q: Why can’t we just place our tool palettes on the server?
A: AutoCAD saves changes to Tool Palettes on Close (Last out wins).

Q: Which variable allows us to save Palettes in a custom location?
A: *toolpalettepath

Q: Which Lisp file loads when we open AutoCAD?
A: Acad.lsp

Q: How do we lock Tool Palette .atc files?
A: Make them read only.



Q&A

@Cadsetterout

Paul.Munford@Graitec.co.uk



Do you have something to share?

Can you help your fellow CAD users?

Your turn next year!

My Challenge to you
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