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Description 

This panel will showcase a group of multicultural Latin@s actively contributing to the 
architecture profession on the aspect of design technology. They are making big impacts, 
challenging the status quo, and revolutionizing the architecture, engineering, and construction 
(AEC) industry globally. This is an arena dominated by men, where women represent a small 
percentage of the architecture professionals with this particular expertise-a much smaller 
number representing the Latin American community and going beyond gender. These panelists' 
careers pivoted from the typical architecture role to embrace the ever-evolving design 
technology. Unicorn architecture professionals, they come with the design technology expertise 
bonus. We will discuss career trajectory, perspective, and representation. The panel will include 
representatives from Gensler, HMC Architects, and /slantis. 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 

• Elevate representation of our Latina leaders in a male-dominated branch of the 
AEC industry 

• Learn about enriched participation within Design Technology 

• Aspire to rise to leadership and empowerment through the inspiration of 
success stories 

• Promote the impacts of diversity, equity and inclusion within AEC Design 
Technology 
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Speakers 

Argelia Bárcena holds a Bachelor of Architecture degree from 
California Polytechnic State University San Luis Obispo and an 
Executive Education Certificate from Harvard Graduate School of 
Design.  She is a Regional Design Technology Manager at Gensler, 
where her role covers the Northwest Region (US and Canada).  
Leading process, people, and technology throughout the region while 
driving digital transformation of project delivery practices.  With 20+ 
years of experience in the architecture, engineering, and construction 
field, she has worked for several architecture firms throughout her 

career, including a couple global firms. She has also served as adjunct faculty for several 
colleges/ universities in San Francisco and has authored two books in the topic of Building 
Information Modeling. Argelia has been a speaker for the San Francisco AIA Chapter as well as 
for the USC BIM Symposium. She has also served as an exam writer for Autodesk's Revit 
Certified Professional Exam. An architecture graduate, her career started off in a typical path of 
designing spaces and buildings and halfway through her career it pivoted towards design 
technology given her highly technical skills and interests. 
www.linkedin.com/in/argelia 

 
Mercedes Carriquiry is a licensed Architect and entrepreneur 
specializing in innovation and technology. She holds a degree from the 
Faculty of Architecture UDELAR, Uruguay; and studied in the ENSAG 
of Grenoble, France. She also graduated in digital fabrication from MIT 
Fabacademy.  After working at Jean Nouvel's studio in Paris and 
leading multiple developments in Montevideo, she co-founded /slantis in 
2016 with her life-long friend Andy.   
/slantis is a disruptive company that combines cutting-edge technology 
with architecture to provide production development and BIM consulting 
services for the United States. 
www.linkedin.com/in/merececarri 

 
Nash Reyes is an industry expert in Data-Informed Architectural 
Design, including adopting and implementing of Building Information 
Modeling (BIM) and other digital tools. As Director of Technology for 
HMC Architects, Mr. Reyes is responsible for the firm-wide technology 
infrastructure, both strategic and operational. His responsibilities include 
Digital Practice and Information Technology. Over a 24-year career, Mr. 
Reyes has earned a reputation as an industry expert in the application 
and integration of data-informed architectural design—digital 
visualization technologies—including building information modeling, 

computational design, design analysis, energy analysis, virtual reality, and project delivery tools. 
The digital technologies under Mr. Reyes’ purview play an increasingly important role in the 
delivery of architectural design and construction. His work enables clients to understand 
proposed designs in real-time, allowing design teams to deliver outstanding solutions for their 
clients. He has given lectures and led break-out sessions at many architectural technology 
conferences, including ENR FutureTech and Autodesk University. 
www.linkedin.com/in/nashreyes 
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Thesla Collier holds a Bachelor’s degree in Architecture from 
Universidad Autónoma de Honduras (UNAH) and is a Design 
Technology Manager for the Los Angeles office at Gensler.  Having 
been 20+ years in the AEC industry she has worked with Designers, 
Architects, Engineers & Contractors in all phases of Building Design & 
Construction. She uses Design Technology to develop methods and 
workflows to improve project outcomes and processes. Over the years, 
she has been part of large, complex projects in the following practice 
sectors: Healthcare, Laboratory Research, Education, Aviation, Transit, 
Workplace, Retail- Commercial, Sports, Mixed Used, and Residential. 
www.linkedin.com/in/theslacollier 

 

Moderator 

Cesar Escalante holds both Architecture and Regional Planning 
degrees from the University of Texas at Austin and a Bachelor’s degree 
in Architecture from Universidad Centroamericana (UCA) El Salvador.  
Cesar is the Architecture Technical Marketing Manager at Autodesk.  
He has deep architecture industry expertise, having spent the past 12 
years holding regional design technology leadership roles at large 
international firms including Gensler, HOK, and Flad Architects. He 
founded the San Francisco Computational Design Institute, currently 
chairs the AIA San Francisco Design Technology Committee, and 

serves on the faculties of the School of Architecture at the California College of the Arts and the 
Academy of Art University. Cesar is passionate about computational design, digital prototyping, 
and visual programming, and is an active speaker in the AEC industry. 
www.linkedin.com/in/cesarrescalante
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