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Speaker Background



Lorem Ipsum Dolor SitDarren Young
Director of Construction Technology / UMC

▪ 28 Years – Technology & Support

▪ 15 Manufacturing of Architectural Products

▪ 13 Construction w/Prefabrication  Mfg.

▪ Autodesk University Instructor

▪ 15 Years

▪ 54 Classes / Labs 

▪ Programming

▪ Machine Tools

▪ CAD, CAM, EST, BIM, IT



Best Practices



Separate Production and Development
Users reference a different database than where you do your administration

BackupProductionAdministration

Step 1Step 2

Options:
• Manual
• Robocopy
• Applied Software (www.asti.com)



CADmep
ESTmep
CAMduct

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022

Single Version for Administration
Always use the same version to Admin your Database

ProductionAdministration

Any Version
Only One 
Version

(Pick One)

Recommended 
Versions



Single Administrator at a Time
No Concurrent Database Administrators (not including Reports or ITM’s)



Fix Broken Services
Make sure all Services have valid buttons



Don’t Use Non-Standard Characters
Using characters can cause unpredictable results.

!@#$%^&*
{}~|`\/:;<>?



Don’t Use Double Quotes
Using Double Quotes for Inch Marks or Other Purposes Cause Export Issues

• Use Export Scripts to review data in Excel.
https://tinyurl.com/COD-Script-Library

• Bulk Export Product Lists and use 
Notepad++ to search files in folders to 
replace double quotes

• Double Quotes can corrupt data exported 
toExcel
• Specifications (Sheetmetal)
• ITM File names
• Product List Names
• Material names, etc.

https://tinyurl.com/COD-Script-Library


Don’t Use Commas
Using Commas in Files, Paths or Names Corrupts Data Exports

• Use Export Scripts to review data in Excel.
https://tinyurl.com/COD-Script-Library

• Bulk Export Product Lists and use 
Notepad++ to search files in folders to 
replace commas

• Commas can corrupt data exported from 
Excel
• Specifications (Sheetmetal)
• ITM File/Folder names
• Product List Names
• Material names, etc.

https://tinyurl.com/COD-Script-Library


Use PNG (not BMP) for Images
BMP Image Slow Performance and Take Up Extra Space



Clean Up Proxy Items
Proxy Items are typically added unintentionally

• Use Export Scripts to review data in Excel.
https://tinyurl.com/COD-Script-Library

• Remove or Make Permanent

• Use PURGEDB to Clean/Remove

https://tinyurl.com/COD-Script-Library


Don’t Purge/Compact Database While In Use
Ensure No Users are in the Database Before Purging/Compacting



All ITM’s Should Have Database ID’s
Create Database ID’s for all ITM’s and Product Lists



Add Content Should Have ProdInfo Entries
Ensure Product Information is Filled Out For All Content



Compress Data Files
Ensure Database Compression is Turned On



Disable Save with Graphics
Will Increase AutoCAD DWG File Size Significantly



Administer Database from NEW Launch
Load CADmep/ESTmep/CAMduct Fresh Before Administering Database



Don’t Open Data While Using Administer
Opening DWG, MAJ or ESJ’s Can Create Proxy Items



Don’t Store EST Data in DWGs
Estimating Data is Stored in DWG’s By Default

• Setting is Specific to Each Logged In 
User

• Setting is Specific to Each CADmep 
Version

• IT can push settings in Registry

Key:
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Autod
esk\Fabrication ####\CADmep

Value: StoreEstDatabase

Data: False



Match By Name Only
Database Should NOT Use Strict Matching



Naming / Organization Standards for Everything
Everything Should have a Naming Standard

ITM’s
Services

Connectors
Materials
Ancillaries
Cost Tables

Database ID’s
ProdInfo Data
Specificstions

Folders
…etc…



Work Email
dyoung@umci.com

Personal Email
dyoung@mcwi.com

Blog
https://www.darrenjyoung.com

LinkedIn
https://www.linkedin.com/in/darrenjyoung
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